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BOOK REVIEWS 207 

The Presidency — Its Duties, Its Powers, Its Opportunities, and 
Its Limitations. By William Howard Taft. Charles Scribner's 
Sons. New York, 1916. 145 pp. 

This volume comprises the Barbour-Page Foundation Lectures 
which Mr. Taft delivered at the University of Virginia, January, 
1915. Like most of the author's utterances, they are marked by 
judicial poise, moderate conservatism, and fundamental sanity. 
While he points to many features of the Presidency which could 
be modified to advantage, he thinks that on the whole the need 
for changes is not extremely urgent, and that the improvements 
can be virtually brought about by indirect and common sense 
methods. For example, in dealing with the criticism that the 
President can do nothing toward initiating legislation except 
through mere recommendation, and that he is not authorized to 
discuss proposed laws in Congress, Mr. Taft declares that this 
defect is more theoretical than actual, inasmuch as the President 
is usually supported by a Congress of the same political faith as 
his own, and is therefore able to exercise considerable moral 
influence in shaping legislation. Opinions will naturally differ 
as to whether this informal process is an adequate substitute for 
the more direct and formal power which is exercised in the 
legislative body by the cabinet in European countries. It is 
interesting to note that Mr. Taft agrees with the pronouncement 
of the Democratic party in favor of a single term for the President, 
without, of course, calling attention to the parallel. He would 
have the term of the Presidency lengthened to six or seven years. 
Another reform which he favors is the removal from Presidential 
appointment of all postmasters, and collectors of internal revenues 
and customs, and their inclusion in the classified civil service. 
The book is well worth reading for its practical, brief, and yet 
comprehensive presentation of the most important problems con- 
nected with the office of President of the United States. 



Russian Expansion on the Pacific, 1641-1850. By F. A. Golder. 
Cleveland: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1914. Pp. 368. 

No phrase can better describe the contents of this volume than 
the title which the author has chosen for it. It is, indeed, a story 
of "Russian expansion on the Pacific." A detailed account is 
given of the discoveries, by Russian navigators, explorers and 



